Congratulations
The winds of change have blown through the personal lives of many staff. Congratulations to Ms McKenna
(Maths and Geography) and her family on the arrival of her second beautiful baby daughter born in January.
Congratulations to Ms Burke (Home Economics and Irish) and her family on the arrival of her first beautiful
baby, a boy born in April. Congratulations to Ms Meade (Le Chéile) and her new hubby who got married in
April and we would like to wish Mr O’Connell (English and History) best wishes for his upcoming wedding
during the summer. Good health and wishes are extended to all and we wish you all the best in the new chapter
of your lives.

Goodbye and Goodluck to our Sixth Years

Picture taken in September 2014
The winds of change continue to blow as our Sixth Years are now at the end of their journey which began in St
Fintinas and ended in our new school Colaiste Clavin. They hopefully gained fond memories and friendships
during their time in our school. The two photos below just give a brief glimpse that it has not been all work and
no play for our Sixth Years! The first bottom left shows friends Jenna McQuaid, Róisín Greene, Caoimhe
McCooey and Claire Hickey at the zoo. The second bottom right is some Home Economics students enjoying
making Jam from left to right: Elizabeth Teahan, Linda Russell, Adelowo Adeoluwa, Hannah Shen, Louise
Connolly, Roisin Greene, Lauren Malone, Jamilah Curran and Ana Nicole Munoz.

All members of staff wish the Sixth Years the very best in their future endeavours. Also best of luck to the Sixth
and the Third Years in their upcoming State Examinations.

Holocaust survivor visits
We had the pleasure of hosting the inspirational
Tomi Reichental, a holocaust survivor. He spoke to
our senior and History students about the Holocaust
and his harrowing experiences at Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp. His time during World War 2
was very moving and harrowing. Pictured opposite
is Tomi Reichental with Mr O'Connell a History
Teacher holding Tomi’s book “I was a boy in
Belsen”. This book is a must read as it provides an
excellent first hand insight into Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp.

1st Prize Student Enterprise Competition
Robyn Harvey a 1st Year Business Student won 1st
Prize for her pitch in the Dragon's Den at the
Student Enterprise Competition held in the
Knightsbrook Hotel in Trim on the 14th of March.
Robyn also came second in the overall Junior
Category. Robyn received two trophies and a €200
one4all voucher. Robyn manufactured a belt to
encourage tight marking in Sport. Good Luck to
Robyn and her future entrepreneurial ventures!

School Drama
Well done to the cast and crew of
the play 'Café Murder' which was
performed in the hall in school on
the evening 11th of April. Ms
Shine’s School Drama group also
performed a preview of the play to
the Sixth Class Students of St
Nicholas's Primary School in the
run up to the show. Pictured is some
of the cast on the night.

Trips
1st and 2nd Year Geography Students along with Ms. Purcell, Ms Farrelly and Mr Gorry visited Dunmore
Cave in Kilkenny on two separate occasions. Dunmore Cave is home to a series of chambers formed over
millions of years, the cave contains some of the finest calcite formations found in any Irish cave. It is also a
site of a Viking Massacre, Archaeological finds within the cave confirm Viking activity. Hence why it has its
haunted reputation. The cave is also home of several species of bats.
Two 5th Year Biology Classes went with Biology Teachers Ms Pentony and Mr Farrell to Dublin Zoo to
carry out an Ecology Fieldwork. Both classes enjoyed the Fieldwork and gained an insight into this section
on their Biology Course. Students enjoyed their day at the zoo.
Ms Purcell’s 1st Year History Students visited the National Museum of Ireland on Kildare Street in Dublin
where they were given a guided tour. They got to see the Iron age bog bodies that have been discovered and
those from Ballivor got to see one of their own, even if he was 2,300 years old! Also there they got to see
some of our most famous artefacts like the Tara Brooch and the Ardagh Chalice. After they visited Dublinia
where they were given a guided tour that covered Vikings and the Middle Ages.
Mr. Gorry's 5th Year Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) class went on their 'visit out' to
a local enterprise, the Lidl store in Drogheda. The students learned about how a multinational supermarket
chain operates and will be now able to write a summary report for their LCVP Portfolio.
The JCSP students visited Eason’s bookshop in Maynooth on Thursday 28th of February with Ms.
McDonagh and Mr. Moore. They each had a book token for €10 and purchased a book of their choice with
the token. This is part of the JCSP Book Review Initiative. They will now read the book and write a review.
They will also enter a JCSP competition by doing so. They then went on to Base Entertainment Centre in
Celbridge where they enjoyed bowling and had lunch. A great day out was had by all.
Two 5th Year Geography Classes visited the Burren with Ms Farrelly and Ms Purcell. They visited the
famous Aillwee caves for a guided tour and then went over to Black Head along the coast where they got to
explore a limestone pavement that led right down to the sea. The students had spectacular views over to the
Aran Islands and Connemara in the distance.
LCVP Trip to Lagan Cement. Ms McDonagh's 5th year LCVP Class visited Lagan Cement. They had a
tour of the facility and typed up their Summary Report based on the trip for their LCVP Portfolios

JCSP News
First Year JCSP students attended the “Make a Book” exhibition in the Ardboyne Hotel in Navan on Friday
22nd of March with Ms. McCoy. They made their first recipe book for the exhibition with Ms. McCoy
containing some very tasteful delights and then got it printed. They made each of the recipes in their Home
Economics class and photographed them for the book. They edited this book in their Initiative class with
Ms.McDonagh and did a beautiful back drop in their Art class with Ms. Hamilton. This was a very successful
cross curricular project for our first year JCSP students. They were highly commended on Friday by the JCSP
representatives for their hard work in producing this book.

First Year Geography and History Projects
Pictured are only a small sample of 1st Year Geography and History Projects. Each student had to pick a topic from the new
J.C course introduced in 2018/19 Options: 1.Design an Information Poster 2.Make a model 3.Make a Powerpoint.

Nathaniel Daquil’s Glaciated Valley. Also a powerpoint provided

Sandie Ennis Weir’s information poster on Hurricanes

Alana Dowling’s information poster on volcanoes Oscar Canavan Doyle’s cross section of a beach with an information poster

Emer McRedmond’s model demonstrating

Timmy Teahan’s Medieval Architecture. Also

Eve Sheerin’s Trebuchet. She

the formation of a Waterfall

provided a word document on this Architecture

also provided a powerpoint

Hazel Maguire’s information poster on the Renaissance

Polly Frazer’s model of William Shakespeare’s Globe
Theatre and she provided a powerpoint on Shakespeare

Thomas Doran’s model of an Ancient Roman Bath

Luke Furlong’s model of a Motte and Bailey Castle

Art News

Pictured above is some Art work on the walls produced by 1st Year Art Students for the Drama “Café Murder”

Pictured above is more Art work being produced for the drama; in the centre for the Student Enterprise
competition which Robyn pictured won and finally the Art work for “Make a Book” exhibition.

Pictured above are senior Art students making the “Wellbeing” tree for “Wellbeing Week”

HPS OVERVIEW 2019
It has been a busy few months for the Health Promoting School team. The canteen facilities continue to
provide healthy breakfast and snack options at break time free of charge, while at lunchtime there is a
range of hot and cold healthy options available at a subsidised rate. To enhance the school atmosphere
we have run a number of clubs including; Monday Movie Club, Games Club, Mindful Colouring, Girls
Indoor Sports, Mentor Activities, Folk group and Choir. The HPS team launched the Anti-Bullying
software from the ISPCC, through demos and an informative talk from the ISPCC. The team also
launched the DEAM - Drop Everything and Move initiative with First Year students encouraging
students to get involved in physical activity.
In March the HPS held the annual “Wellbeing Week”. Wellbeing week promoted positive mental
health, physical activity and nutrition through activities for our students with talks and activities each
day. Students participated in Bokwa and got their hearts racing to some dance moves. A highlight of
the week was Ray Langan who met with all students and completed the Game On, Game Over Social
Media Safety Workshop. Ray looked at the rise of Social Media and its importance in the 21st Century
and spoke to students about the dangers of Social Media including cyberbullying. Students also
participated in a mindful colouring activity, got the opportunity to do some mindfulness activities and
tried out mindful eating and mindful breathing. Local footballer Mickey Burke met with our first and
second years and spoke about health and wellbeing. Fifth year mentors provided lovely tasty and
colourful fruit skewers at lunchtime. Throughout the week students posted to our Kindness Tree,
promoting kindness and positivity, sharing kind acts they have done. The week concluded on a high
point with our Rainbow Day giving students and teachers the opportunity to show their bright side with
all students and teachers wearing their colourful jumpers and t-shirts. Students were also given the
opportunity to take a break from study and had the chance to have some fun with their friends with the
bouncy castle activities. All students, teachers, staff and a number of parents gathered together to get a
whole school photo from the air! The image of the smiley face taken from the drone is shown on the
background of this page. This was a fitting end to a fun filled week of fun for our students.
The Health Promoting Schools Committee were delighted to be able to raise the HPS flag (picture next
page) during Wellbeing Week on completion of the Health Promoting Schools three-year programme.
Coláiste Clavin is now recognised as a school that is promoting Health and Wellbeing for all students.
The Health Promoting Schools committee, which was made up of teachers, students and parents aimed
to improve small areas of our school over the course of three years focusing on all aspects of health &
well-being including; healthy eating, physical activity and positive mental health.
We are delighted that our work over the last three years was recognised by the HSE Health Promotion
Schools initiative. The committee is already planning into the future and recently conducted surveys
asking students, parents and teachers to access the progress made to date with feedback gathered

forming our aims for the coming years. Work is already in progress planning events and activities for
the coming year.
Our School has made a lot of changes in 2019. Health promotion remains an area of school life that we
constantly strive to improve and we will continue to make improvements that will benefit our school
community into 2020.

Darkness into Light
Colaiste Clavin staff and students took part in this year's “Darkness into Light” walk in aid of Pieta House Trim.
It was a great achievement by everyone who took part. Every year people gather at over 200 events in Ireland and
in 18 other countries across five continents for the 5km walk, starting at 4.15am Irish time, to raise funds for Pieta
House's services. It was a symbolic walk with us starting the walk in darkness and finishing it in the light. Pieta
House hopes to help people leave their darkness and bring them into light. We are so proud of everyone who took
part and to the volunteers in Trim who coordinated this year's event.

Sports Day
Ms Roche organised a great Sports Day with an array of activities (some pictured), We were fortunate to get
good weather. All students were organised into coloured teams and then competed against each other. The
Blue team won overall. A tasty barbecue was enjoyed when the activities finished. The Sports Day was
enjoyed by students and teachers.

Some 6th Years enjoying the day

Blue winning team with their medals

S

Students enjoying the sack race

Matthew Healy in the welly throwing competition

Ethan Dowling enjoying the day

Students enjoying a basketball match

Students enjoying a penalty shoot out

Students enjoying an obstacle course

JCSP Celebration
The JCSP celebration took place on Wednesday the 15th of May. The JCSP students displayed many items of
good work and made presentations in many different subjects for their families, and the management and staff
of Colaiste Clavin. Ms. Deegan presented third year students with their final profiles and all students were
presented with punctuality and reading challenge certificates. Shakira McGee won a digital camera in a raffle
for completing the reading challenge, reading six books in six weeks. There were many other prizes also given
out on the day to all students who participated in the spelling challenge and the number millionaire. The Home
Economics Department provided refreshments afterwards for all who attended.
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Ms Durkan with Charlie Coyne playing his
guitar during the celebration

All JCSP Students with Ms Deegan after receiving their
certs

CSPE
The “Young Social Innovators Project Junior Category”. Ms Murray’s 2nd Year CSPE Students participated
in projects as part of the Junior Category of Young Social Innovators Programme. The YSI Programme allows
students to come up with innovative solutions to social issues and to make a difference in their school or local
community in addition to providing students with the opportunity to get actively involved in their education.
One group of 2nd Year students called “Positive Vibes” came up with the idea of Promoting Positive Wellbeing
by carrying out active based learning activities with students in Le Chéile. All students and staff in Le Chéile
got involved in the project. Another group of students called “Junior Online Safe-Keepers” came up with the
idea of promoting online safety among the 1st Years by creating and presenting a power-point on the topic and
carrying out an Online Quiz using Kahoot. Students thoroughly enjoyed partaking in the projects and will be
provided with certificates from YSI on completion of an online report and survey. Many thanks to the staff in
Le Chéile and the staff in Coláiste Clavin for allowing the projects to take place.

Monthly Awards
Junior Achievement:

Junior Merit:

Senior Achievement:

Senior Merit:

September:

Aaron Smith

Gemma Shen

Matthew Healy

Ellen Frazer

October:

Leyre Osma Bartolomé

Polly Frazer

Owen Scully

Roisin Garcia

November:

Ryan Maguire

Robyn Harvey

Tadgh Connolly

Jenna McQuaid

December:

Orlaigh Rowley

TJ Hopkins

Kelly Hyland

Aoife Doyle

January:

Daniel Cusack

Aoife Dixon

Larry Dillon

Rhys Black

February:

Kamran Rasheed

Hazel Maguire

Devin O’Donoghue

Jenna McQuaid

March:

Michael Abbott

Gemma Shen

Samantha Healy

Louise Connolly

April:

Emily Healy

Luke Furlong

Adam O’Brien

Jesutofunmi Omokri

End of Year Awards
The End of Year Awards Ceremony was held Tuesday 21st May. This ceremony gave students recognition for
their hard work and dedication throughout the year. Students were awarded first the different “Subject Awards”
which had massive competition between all the year groups. Then “Attendance Awards” were presented,
sixteen students were awarded plaques for 100% Attendance, they were Michael Abbott, Francis Hudgson
Tabag, Polly Frazer, Cathal Grogan, Nathan Murphy, Lola Shina Mabinuori, Molly Bright, Alanna Feerick,
Tayo Moradeyo, Aaron Smyth, Rachel Woods Weir, Ryan Maguire, Samuel Makambala, Matthew Healy,
Louise Connolly and Liviu Ros. Finally the “Students of the Year Awards” were presented by the Principal.
Congratulations to Louise Connolly and Jenna McQuaid 6th Year who were jointly presented with the “Senior
Student of the Year” Award for 2018/19 during the Awards Ceremony. Both girls are very worthy winners and
were tied after the teachers first and second round of votes for Senior Student of the Year. Both have shown a
continuous strong work ethic since 1st Year, have been excellent role models and a pleasure to teach during
their time in Coláiste Clavin. Congratulations also to Kathleen Finnegan in 3rd Year who received the Junior
Student of the Year Award for 2018/19 during the Awards Ceremony. Our First Year Student of the Year was
Polly Frazer, our Le Chéile Student of the Year was Brian Hoey; our Second Year Student of the Year was
jointly awarded to both Diane McQuaid and Heather Sheerin and our Fifth Year Student of the Year was Aoife
Doyle. All these Students have shown a very strong work ethic and an excellent academic record this school
year. Matthew Healy 6th Year was presented with the Community and Civic Award. Since 1st Year Matthew
has been a very positive addition to our school community.

Students of the Year

Senior Student of the Year 2019 was jointly awarded to Jenna

5th Year Student of the Year

McQuaid pictured on the left and Louise Connolly pictured on the right.

Junior Student of the Year
Kathleen Finnegan

1st Year Student of the Year
Polly Frazer

Aoife Doyle

2nd Year Joint winners
Heather Sheerin (left) and Diane McQuaid (right)

Le Chéile Student of the Year
Brian Hoey

Community and Civic Award
Matthew Healy

Excellent Attenders 2019

Principal’s End of Year Message
Dear Parents,

As another school year comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours all of the
very best for the summer. May it be a safe, healthy and happy one and whatever your holiday plans are, may
they be most enjoyable!
It has been a busy year in Coláiste Clavin with many changes and developments in the school including the
opening of our ASD classes in Le Chéile, introduction of our Year Head structure, and increased allocation of
pastoral and tutor time. All of this is designed to support students in our school. For parents we have moved
to digital reports on ePortal, changed all online payments from WisePay to Way2Pay and managed iPad
system from Wriggle so that all devices will be managed remotely in a timely and efficient manner.
Throughout the year we have welcomed distinguished visitors including Holocaust survivor Tomi Reichental,
Poet Elain Ní Chuilleanáin

and Motivator Ray Langan. Our Wellbeing, Positive Mental Health and

AntiBullying weeks brought great learning and enjoyment to all students.
Our sports teams and many individual students excelled whether on the football pitch, basketball courts,
canoeing, athletics, Young Entrepreneur competitions, dancing, singing and a myriad of other achievements.
The production Café Murder brought suspense to the assembled audience, and the lunch time movie club
delighted the audience on a weekly basis. Our Christmas Carol Service, Trad groups, choirs, quizzes, YSI

week, cheilís, men’s sheds, ladies sports, participation in Darkness into Light and so many more activities
meant that your child had every opportunity to participate in school life to its fullest.
Sincere thanks to the hugely dedicated team of teachers and support team who have made all of this possible.
Our thanks also to SNAs, administration, cleaning and ancillary staff for all of their work throughout the year.
We must also mention our team of ladies in the canteen who provide wonderful food for the whole school
community each day.
As Ms McBride and I settled into our first year here in Colaiste Clavin we worked hard to get to know every
student, and many parents. We have developed strong, positive relationships with our parents and families.
We are all very proud of your children and would like to congratulate them on completing a hugely challenging
and successful school year. You can be very proud of them and how they represent you, their families and
their school on a daily basis.
We would like to wish those who are leaving us all the very best in future endeavours and look forward to
hearing the stories of their success, and indeed in welcoming them back through our doors in years to come.
We hope that you and they will look back fondly on their time here in Colaiste Clavin and know that there
will always be a welcome for them here.
On a personal level, Ms McBride and I would like to thank you all most sincerely for the welcome, the support
and encouragement that you have forwarded to us during our first year here. We very much appreciate it and
look forward with confidence to a bright and challenging year ahead.
Our school will close for the month of July, but we look forward to reopening our doors for school again on
Thursday 22nd August for 1st Years and TY, Friday 23rd August for 3rd and 6th Years, Monday 26th August for
1st, 2nd and 5th Years and all students Tuesday 27th August to begin another school year full of educational
activities and learning opportunities.

Go dtí sin, tabhair aire, agus bíodh laethanta saoire aoibhinn agaibh.
Kind Regards and best wishes
Margaret Deegan
Principal

Wishing the Whole School
Community Happy Summer
Holidays. Enjoy!

